Advent I


Well, seasons come and go, and another one has arrived; this one, as we can see, is blue. At long last the “after Pentecost” green is gone for now and we are beginning not just another Season, but the beginning of another year. We have marked the event in several ways, the color change is obvious, the liturgy today and for the next three Sundays is in Traditional Language, the first candle on the advent wreath, symbolizing Hope (the others standing for Peace, Joy and Love) has been ignited, and the mood is more meditative and contemplative than celebratory. Why? Is this time more special than other times? What is there about it that may make it different and special? Truthfully, there is not much more to it than to other seasons of the church year, in all of them we worship and praise and give thanks, so the answer is “no”. But the focus is on looking towards two very special events which thereby give this season its special significance, so the answer is “yes”.  I’m not “wishy-washy”, I’m flexible.


The term “Advent”, from the Latin ad venire from which comes adventus, is “a coming”, “an arrival”. The arrival which we are anticipating is the celebration of the Birth of our Messiah, Jesus the Christ, which we mark with a Christ Mass, a feast. We are also made aware of a second arrival to anticipate, which will be his second coming with glory and great power to fulfill the work and effort that he has already done and to restore and complete that work. That is when the Kingdom of Heaven will truly be “on earth as it is in heaven”. So we are looking towards two events and getting ready for both of them, thus Advent is a season of promise. 

Advent means: Preparation, planning and executing those special events that will mark this time, the Christmas concerts that are as much a part of the secular world as they are of the Sacred. The meals that mark family gatherings. The special reading and study that some of us may indulge in to make this time even more memorable. And in the outside world, buying those gifts and tokens for the special people in our lives. All in preparation for both comings.


Advent means: Anticipation. It invokes the child within all of us. All children over a certain age of awareness, know that something special is in the offing, and that is connected to gifts that may be received, foods that may be available, pageants and parades that may be watched and/or participated in. Music, again both spiritual and secular, that can be listened to and, for the most part, enjoyed. Even those incessant ringing bell at the entrances to most of the major stores!

Advent means: Hope. Hope for the future, hope of the Second Coming. Hope, for most of us, that we will be here to witness even one of these events, but if not, the hope that we will witness them when we find ourselves in that place that has been prepared for us from the beginning of time. Others, of course, hope for something else, receiving that item that has always been wanted, as a gift. Hope that rifts may be healed and fences mended. Human beings are hopeful creatures, generally positive in nature and most desirous of positive reinforcement and promise.


Advent means: Wonder. Again this is the childlike aspect. There is that tingling feeling of not knowing what to expect on Christmas Morning, which is why we find so many of our Children at the foot of the Christmas tree at or before the crack of dawn. For the more mature, there is the wonder of what the “Day of the Lord” will be like, how great an event will that be, and what will happen. Don’t ask me, I don’t know, I wonder also like all of us. On the less spiritual level, we wonder what new way will the familiar events be depicted on our favorite television shows and specials. Yes, that is just as much a part of the wonder of the season as are all of the others

Advent means: New beginnings. Just as we celebrate the original gift of the Christ Child, and we look forward to the Second coming, we also mark the beginning of another year. It’s time for house cleaning, for leaving behind the baggage of what has happened before, and starting our new spiritual journey in the way Christ intended. Remember what he said: “take no gold, or silver, or copper in your belts, no bag for your journey, or two tunics, or sandals, or a staff.” In other words, “Trust only in God’s protection for the journey ahead.” A New Year beckons with all of its own challenges, how can we expect to meet them if we are weighed down and hampered by past issues of which we have not let go? It calls for refreshment and renewal, it calls for new energy.


Preparation, anticipation, hope, wonder, new beginnings – all of these mark the season of Advent, and all are pointing to being ready. Ready to mark, in both the Spiritual realm and the secular world, the precious gift of the Christ Child, that he came for our redemption. And ready to mark also that great future event that is the coming again of the same Christ to fulfill his work. Advent, however, is not a time that can be studied and learned about, it has to be a time that is lived, augmented possibly by meditation and readings, but ultimately we must find our own, personal understanding of what Advent is for us, and the ways in which we are readying ourselves to greet Jesus on that Christmas morn, and to welcome him back when he comes in glory.


In his little Devotions book for Advent entitled Into Our Darkness Light, John S. Damm writes: “It is the whole history of our salvation that we celebrate in the coming four weeks: God forgiving us, renewing us and equipping us to live as the servants of the coming Kingdom of peace and justice. It is that whole story which invests Christmas with its rich and abiding meaning for us.” 


Use this season to be open to the promise.
