Like many this week, I went to the Yuma County Fair.

· But I went for something that I never went for previously.

· Not for the rides, not for the exhibits, not even for the food.

· Instead, I went for the goats.

· I knew some families who were showing, and I wanted to support them.

Now, I didn’t know a thing about showing goats.

· So I watched and listened, as the judge examined them and explained his rationale for the standings.

· I heard terms I’d never heard of before in association with goats.

· Terms like power, extension, and squareness.

In the end, I had fun, learned something, and was proud of all the participants.

· You know, it’s a big responsibility to raise a goat for many months, especially when after all the time, money, and effort you’ve invested in it, the goat – no matter how powerful, extended, or square it is – will have to face an all too familiar fate. 
About 2000 years ago, there was also a man who after all he had invested in people and shown them in power, extension of influence, and upright squareness, faced that same all too familiar fate. 

· His, though, was not clean and humane.

· It was gruesome and horrid.

As the Book of Acts (10:34-43) stated earlier this morning: Jesus of Nazareth with power went about doing good both in Judea and Jerusalem, healing all who were oppressed by the devil, and yet was put to death by hanging him on a tree (vv. 38-39). 
This is Easter, though.  Not Good Friday.  

· Jesus of Nazareth is not on the cross, for as the Book of Acts continues, 

“but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear” (v. 40).

· “Boo hoo” has been turned to “Woo hoo!”  

· THAT’S the story we celebrate today!

But I wonder if that’s all we treat it as – just a story?
· A good show for the judge, but in the end, death will await us too with only OUR power, extension of influence, and squareness of character to see us through?
I ask that because many people think God’s raising Jesus from the dead IS a nice story, and a true one at that; however, it does not affect their thinking, their way of living, or their facing death.

· Case in point, I visited a woman yesterday, who had just gone through a long legal battle to get her kids back to live with her.  

· The woman shared that she believed God gives us tough times in order to test us, and if we don’t give up and stay strong through it all, we will be rewarded with a good place in heaven.  
· Yes, she believed in God and in Jesus, but life to her was about proving oneself faithful through our own power, positivity, and perseverance.  

· As nice a woman as she was, her understanding of Jesus’ rising from the dead had not fully integrated with other thoughts about the meaning of life she’d held since childhood.

· Therefore, her disconnect influenced addictions and patterns of behavior toward herself and others, that got her kids taken away in the first place.

She’s not alone.  

· St. Peter, when he was speaking here in the Book of Acts, was also talking to people who had misguided perceptions.

· They, too, believed in God and even knew about Jesus.  

· They were familiar with his powerful acts, good deeds, and healing miracles (v. 38).
· But as Romans, they thought there was no chance in “you know what” that a risen Jesus could affect their lives.

· After all, the Romans were partly to blame for Jesus’ crucifixion!!

· But St. Peter tells them that Jesus’ rising from the grave shows him to be “ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead (and) that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name (vv. 42-43).

· Really?!  So even these Romans, if they believe in Jesus, don’t have to worry about passing or failing tests, trying to stay positive all the time, or trudging along through life just to get in with God?!

· That’s right.  Jesus won’t judge them on what they’ve done;

he’ll judge them on their forgiveness of sin. 

· As the Book of Common Prayer says, “Although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
That’s way good news, because like in the goat showing, our best efforts at pleasing the judge by smiling at him, looking spiffy, and parading around our good work (as painted or glued as it may be) doesn’t always get us passed to the final round.

· I must say, I felt sorry for the participants, who worked so hard and used all the techniques they knew to do well – like:

· keep eye contact with the judge, 

· have proper posture, 

· But still didn’t do as well as they had hoped. 

· In the end, even our best efforts are way too short of God’s perfect standards.

Unfortunately, the misconception is that we need forgiveness, b/c God is this angry, vengeful being, who has to smite us for our imperfections.  

· That’s why people are always like, “If I go to church, the roof will cave in.”

· But that’s not true.  

· Yes, we need forgiveness – not b/c God is so angry with us – but b/c He’s so loving, kind, holy, and pure, that even our best efforts for show pale before Him.

That’s why the Easter message is so amazing.

· Our judgment is not dependent on a critique of what we’ve done or not done, but on a merciful Lord, who has defeated death, and now offers forgiveness of sin to everyone who receives it in Jesus’ name.

Now, just so you don’t think that it’s just the non-religious people who need corrective lenses for applying the story of Jesus’ resurrection to their thinking and way of life, let’s look at St. Peter himself.

· Of course, he was one of Jesus’ original disciples – living and hanging out with him.
· A religious Jew, St. Peter was told that on him the Church would be built. 

(cf. Matthew 16:18)
· So, he’s a big-time leader, right?
And yet here in the beginning of his speech to the Romans, St. Peter admits that he too had a misguided perception.

· He had seen Jesus as Lord and Christ, but only of the Jews.  Not of the non-Jews.
· That changed, though, when Jesus rose from the dead and appeared to St. Peter. 

· He finally gets his, “Aha!” and says, “I truly understand that God shows no partiality...Jesus Christ is Lord of all” (vv. 35, 36b)

· So a religious man, follower of Jesus, and leader of the Church still needed to let the truth of the resurrection change his thoughts and way of life. 
· If everyone can receive forgiveness of sins through Jesus’ name, then that means all – not just some chosen Jews who saw Jesus alive again in the first century – are equally accepted by God through faith in Jesus Christ.

· Therefore, being in the family of God is not dependent on ethnicity, gender, finances, education, social status, reputation, political persuasion, or age.
So what about you?

· What can this story of a risen Jesus change in you?

· Whether you’re the church-goer, who’s heard this good news ever since you can remember, whether you’re returning to church after a hiatus, or whether this is your first time in church today, please don’t assume that you’ve got the message about a risen Jesus all figured out.  

· He’s more than just life after death.  

· He’s more than hope in troubled times.  

· And he’s certainly more than a cultural antithesis to the Easter bunny.

Jesus’ call and effect on our lives can be more than we can imagine.

· The Romans thought he was just a tragic hero, a good man who died horribly.  

· They found him to be Judge and Savior.

· St. Peter thought Jesus was just the King of the Jews.  

· He found him to be King of all nations and lover of all mankind.

What more can he be to you?
· Did you know Jesus was a curse, b/c he was hung on a tree?
· Therefore, his resurrection means that curses can be broken.

· Is there a family curse in your life that you or your children need freedom from?

· Jesus can be that freedom for you.
· Jesus is wisdom to those who believe.

· Therefore, his resurrection means that doubts and uncertainties of the future are secure in him.

· Trust Jesus for the wisdom you need, and stop playing around with psychics and astrology to tell you what to do with your life.

· And for goodness sake, stop posting “Today’s Horoscope” on your Facebook page!

· Jesus is forgiveness of sin.

· Therefore, his resurrection means that your shame and guilt for what you did or didn’t do is wiped away.

· Stop beating yourself up over past mistakes and regrets.  

· Anyone whom the Son sets free is free, indeed!!! (cf. John 8:36) 

· Jesus is victory.
· Therefore, if you struggle with depression or with the loss of a loved one, his resurrection means there IS peace eternal for them AND YOU.

· And it means there IS someone who understands the pain you’re going through and has come out victorious on the other side.
· There IS hope and reason to live.
These are just a few examples of how Jesus can be so much more in our lives.  

· Problem is we don’t have a lot of his apps in our lives.  
· We opt instead for more apps on our iphone.
· And so we remain unchanged.  
· Then we wonder why more people don’t take this Easter message more seriously – keeping it as just a nice story, but not permitting its relevance in their lives.
C.S. Lewis wrote, “I believe in Christianity, as I believe that the sun has risen: not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”
· May this Easter, we not only see the Son has risen, but by Him, may we see everything else.

· May his glorious light change us, our thinking, and our ways of life, so that we don’t have to try and show off our goats anymore to try and pass.

· ‘Cause I don’t know about you, I don’t have power, I am not extended, and in my hind, I’m definitely not square.

Let’s pray….
Lord Jesus, thank you for rising from the dead.  Thank you for securing a new life for us who commit our lives to you.  Help us to do so fully.  Cast your light upon our lives and show us the thoughts and patterns that need still to be changed by your new life.  We confess to you our sin in holding on to ways contrary to you.  We’re sorry and we turn from them.  We receive your forgiveness for us.  Set us free from their shackles, and place us on new ground.  Thank you, Jesus.  Seal your good work in us and continue to transform us more into your image.  In your name we pray, Amen.
