Jesus, take the wheel.

· That’s the title of a popular song by country artist Carrie Underwood.
· It was released a few years ago.
· Who’s heard it?

It’s kinda cool.  It starts out… 

· “She was driving last Friday on her way to Cincinnati on a snow white Christmas Eve.  Goin’ home to see her mama and her daddy with the baby in the back seat.  50 miles to go and she was running low on faith and gasoline.  It’d been a long, hard year.  
· She had a lot on her mind, and she didn’t pay attention.  She was going way too fast.  Before she knew it, she was spinning on a thin black sheet of ice.  She saw both their lives flash before her eyes.  She didn’t even have time to cry.  She was so scared.  She threw her hands up in the air.  
· Jesus, take the wheel.  Take it from my hands.  ‘Cuz I can’t do this on my own.  I’m letting go.  Give me one more chance.  Save me from this road I’m on.  Jesus, take the wheel.”
I like the story described in the song, because it speaks of the question that we all face: 
   Who’s got control?  Does Jesus or do we?

· Perhaps you’ve seen the bumper sticker that reads, “God is my co-pilot.”
· Then maybe you’ve seen the other bumper sticker that reads, 
 “If God is your co-pilot, switch seats.”
· The intent is, “God needs to be the driver – not the assistant.”
· And the same intent is true with Carrie Underwood’s song: 
 Jesus may be in your car, but does he have control of the wheel?
And that brings us to the prayer (collect) we have for today, which starts, “Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for... you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength…”
· We often have Jesus with us, but we often do not let him have all of us!
· As a result, we relegate him more to the co-pilot’s chair, or maybe even the backseat.

· We give him a place in our lives, but not control.  At least not fully.

And yet our collect of the day is a prayer to let Jesus have ALL our heart.  WHY?  
· Because what we stubbornly don’t let him have, he resists.  
· Meaning, he’ll frustrate us until we, too, find ourselves spinning on ice and having no choice in that matter but to say, “Jesus, take the wheel!”  
I recently returned from my vacation – a road trip all over the country.

· I drove over 9500 miles through 27 states visiting friends and family.  Great fun!
(One of my friends, I know, is going to be listening to this later through the church website, so to you there in North Dakota, “Hi! ( ”)
· Anyway, while I was driving the car, I noticed it would pull a bit in one direction ever so slightly.  
· It wasn’t that big of a deal, but obviously, without alignment and a driver to correct the pull, the car would wreck.
· It wouldn’t stay straight. 
Ya know, humanity has a tendency to pull a bit in his or her own direction.  
· It seems we just have an innate desire to go away from God and instead serve ourselves.
· Left unchecked, we would pull and drift in another direction until we wrecked.

· It’s only when we let God truly take the wheel that we get aligned and stay straight. 

And yet, it befuddles me that despite what we see and hear everyday, many try to downplay this innate waywardness of humanity. 
· We excuse our behaviors and thoughts by saying, 
          “We’ve just gotta be true to ourselves.”  

· We continue to think we can realign ourselves by having greater technology, more refined minds, better friends, and increased energy.
· Therefore, human wisdom, human beings, and human actions become more trusted than the Son of God.

· We truly do not let him take the wheel. 
· Jesus is still just a passenger. 

This natural tendency to pull away from God is SO strong that even after our baptism and initial belief in God, sin still wars within us to try and gain control.

· St. Paul wrote, “I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  For in my inner being I delight in God's law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members”
 (Romans 7:21-23).
· Truly, sin does not give up.  It wants to be back on top in all things 

         – especially after we let Jesus in the car.
· Even in the most “good” people, our default is still to pull in our own direction.

· Therefore, Jesus must continually, always, and in all things be allowed to realign our lives – taking the wheel from our hands.
If we are not constantly giving our whole life over to him in all things, we will find ourselves drifting in the wrong direction – little by little.

· This is why following Jesus is referred to as a personal relationship.
· One that would be close and not long-distance 
· One that would be intimate, open, and communicative
· Learning from him (he is God after all) and allowing him to check us
You know, there were times on my road trip when I would not have good control of the car.  
· I’d be checking my road map, changing the CD, scanning the radio dial, paying more attention to the car’s info on oil life and tire pressure, or fumbling for a drink or snack.  
· And you know how it goes… 
· When you try to balance that activity with driving and monitoring the traffic speed and distance around you – not to mention the road itself, you find the car drifting to one side and then another.

· It’s not good practice.  

· It’s unsafe.

· But we fool ourselves into thinking we can still maintain control even when our hearts and hands are elsewhere.
We’re way too easily distracted, thanks to that natural sinful disposition of ours.  
· To deny that fact is to give Jesus the backseat instead of the pilot’s chair.

· And that’s why we must truly allow him to have ALL our hearts, with HIS hands on the wheel.

· I mean do we really want to have the almighty God resist and frustrate us just because we’re relying on our own strength?

· Do we really think we’re gonna win?
But as our collect of the day continues, 
    “…you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy…”
· This is good news, because if it was up to us to just try harder, pray longer, go to church more, read more Bible, and give more to God, we’d be toast.  
· As much as we might desire to trust Jesus with all our hearts and have him take the wheel, the fact of the matter is we don’t…and can’t ALL THE TIME.  

· We have not obtained perfection (nor will we this side of heaven).
· We keep reaching for the road map or looking to see what’s on another station.

· Even if we know better and do believe that Jesus is the best and only
    way.
God knows this.  
· He knows our failures and struggles to love and trust him perfectly.

· That is the reason for Jesus’ death on the cross: to satisfy the punishment for our sin and offer forgiveness for us in its place.  
Because Jesus is one with God, he is eternal.  
· So his sacrifice is for the sin of ALL TIME.  
· For our sin before we came into a relationship with Jesus and for our sin
     during our daily walk with Jesus.  
This struggle of ours continually brings us back to the cross to trust in God’s unending mercy…and nothing else.

· Not our education, our friends, our gadgets, our finances, our citizenship, our acts of kindness, nor even our family.  
· Without our struggle, we would way too easily keep putting Jesus in the backseat (saying, “Yah, God, I got this one”), thereby deceiving ourselves into thinking we really could balance all our distractions with the steering of our own lives.  
But praise God for the struggles!

· Yah, really!  I mean it.

· It’s the spin outs and wrecks that remind us that we don’t have full control of our lives.  
· We don’t know what’s best in all things.  
· We don’t even know the road ahead.  
· So therefore, we have no choice but to throw our hands up in the air and say time and time again, “Jesus, take the wheel!!”
Now I know that sounds like a cute stopping place for a sermon.

· But the fact of the matter is if I stopped there, I’d leave us floundering in nothing but a continuous cycle of: “I’m a sinner.  Thank you, Jesus for your forgiveness and mercy.  I’m still a sinner.  Thank you again for your forgiveness and mercy.”  And on and on.  
· We may be right with God thanks to our trust in Jesus.  
· But we would not be growing beyond the same sins that trip us up.
· Instead, we would still be babies in Christ – always sucking on milk.

· However, St. Paul in his letter to the Ephesians says, “…be mature adults, fully developed within and without, fully alive like Christ”
 (4:13).
So how do we do that?  How do we mature?

· Look at how the collect of the day closes, “…through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”

· You’ve probably noticed that these collects often close with a phrase like this.  Why?

· Because though it is through Jesus that our prayer is offered to God, the two reign with the Holy Spirit to complete the Trinity.

· And this Holy Spirit is vital to us maturing.

· When we first believe and trust Jesus as our Lord and Savior, we not only receive God’s gift of the forgiveness of sin but also his gift of the Holy Spirit.  
· He comes to live in us, so that we might have the same almighty power of God to defeat sin and thereby grow – maturing into more and more the likeness of Christ.

· Just as Jesus rose from the grave – showing the world that sin and death would not have the last word on his life, God wants that same victory over sin and death to be ours – not just upon our death, but in our lives NOW!  
The problem is – like I said before – we tend to get distracted easily by our innate tendency to pull in another direction.  
· After all, it’s more comfortable to go in a direction you naturally lean to anyways.

· The Bible calls this walking in the flesh instead of walking in the Spirit.
But the more we learn to walk in the Spirit, the more of Jesus’ victory we will have over sin in our lives.  
· Listen again to St. Paul – this time in his letter to the Galatians, “…live by the Spirit and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature” (v. 16).
· We won’t win perfectly all the time.  
· Our heart is too sinful to go without a fight.
· Sin may be defeated, but it is not yet destroyed.

· Again, this is why the cross is central – reminding us of God’s love and mercy for us despite our sin. 

But (since it’s now football season) we CAN have a higher completion percentage. 












[throw football]
HOW?
If you would please, let’s have a demonstration with a brief guided meditation.

· Go ahead and put down your bulletins.  

· You may continue to sit, or if you wish, you may kneel.

· Close your eyes, and let’s be silent before the Lord.

God, right now I pray you’d cast far from us distractions and wrong thoughts –      
                                                                                                    in Jesus’ name.

· Focus on God’s holiness.  His pure white light.  May he cleanse your mind.
· Holy Spirit, bring forth in our minds any sin that pulls us away from our loving Father.  Help us to recognize the sin for what it is. 
· Pray – ask God for strength to say “no” to those sinful suggestions.
     Ask him for strength and discipline to form good habits contrary to the sin.
· Now, focus on Jesus and his love for you on the cross.
     See him there taking your sin upon him.
     Ask Jesus to kill the sinful urges you’re fighting.
             “He disarmed those spiritual rulers and authorities.  
              He shamed them publicly by his victory over them on the cross” (Col 2:15).
     Thank you, Jesus.
     Those charges against you are wiped away.
               “As far as the east is from the west, 
               so far has he removed your sin from you” (Psalm 103:12).
· Lord, now seal this good work you’ve done in us.  Fill us with your Holy Spirit. Arise anew, sons and daughters of the living God.  AMEN.
Well, how do you feel?  Did God show you anything?  I hope it was helpful for you.

· If not, or if it was awkward for you, that’s ok.
· I just wanted to demonstrate a model that can help us gain ground in our constant fight with sin.    

So when we do start to pull and drift out of God’s lane for our lives, let’s not beat ourselves up by saying, “I’m just a miserable Christian.”  

· Instead let’s just say, “Jesus, take the wheel” …and come back to the cross.

·  Receive his total forgiveness through your repentance and confession.   
· Then rise by the Holy Spirit – renewed again without any guilt or condemnation – and go back out to continue the drive. 
With God in control, you won’t have to worry – even if it’s been a long, hard year with a lot on your mind and you’ve been going way too fast. 
· Jesus will still see ya safely comin’ home.  AMEN. 
