The world is not a safe place.

This past Christmas, we awoke to discover that there was an attempted bombing of NW Airlines flight 253 from Amsterdam to Detroit.  
· Though the Nigerian bomber was stopped, new national security concerns also awoke. 
And then this last Tuesday, a 7.0 earthquake struck the tiny Caribbean country of Haiti.

· To this day, we are still trying to comprehend the devastation, as estimates put the death total at about 200,000.

Indeed, the world is not a safe place.

· Not from ourselves in the skies above, nor from nature in the earth below.

We seem to live in an age of heightened fear for our whole life.
· We fear physically for how we’ll be cared for, as the medical system is retooled.

· We fear emotionally for how we’ll be understood, as we bear our heart to others.

· We fear spiritually for how we’ll be judged, as we try to make sense of this crazy life.

Some would say that this constant fear in our lives is not just normal, but indispensable.

· I mean, wouldn’t most people in a terror situation or natural disaster be afraid and get away or run for cover??

But there is an alternative.

· One doesn’t have to remain and live in the shadow of the same ol’ human fears.
· Psalm 96 says there is a NEW song.

· One of the world singing to the Lord, instead of sulking over itself as an unsafe place.

· 3 times – no less in the opening verses – is the world and all of creation told to bless the name of the Lord.

What are we to sing?

· v. 2: A song of salvation!

· “Proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day.”
· In the Old Testament, the great act of salvation that was repeatedly proclaimed and remembered was the Lord’s rescue of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.
· It all started with the Passover, when the Lord went through Egypt and the firstborn son of every household died, unless that family had their faith and trust in the Lord by putting the blood of a lamb on their doorframe.
· If anyone did so, the Lord would pass over that house and spare the family from death.
· This was the final act of God that convinced Pharaoh of Egypt to free the Israelites. 
· And then, at last, Charlton Heston (I mean Moses () could lead them through the Red Sea, right?
· That was the great song of salvation from the Old Testament.
· From a New Testament perspective, the song of salvation to proclaim is the Lord’s rescue of anyone from slavery to sin and eternal death in hell. 

· That too is only possible when one puts their faith and trust in the Lord by putting the blood of the Lamb of God – Jesus Christ – on the door of their heart.

· Such a covering allows the Lord to pass over you in judgment and forgive your sins. 

· This is in part why just before Communion, the priest says, “Alleluia.  Christ OUR PASSOVER is sacrificed for us.” 
· And everyone says… (“Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia.”)
That word “Alleluia” comes from “Hallelujah,” which is broken down into the Hebrew words Hallelu Yah – meaning “Praise Yahweh.”
· Yahweh, of course, being the great name of the Lord, as it was first revealed to Moses in the Bible.

· So when we exclaim “Alleluia” in our worship service, we are doing what the Psalmist here is telling us – singing a new song (v. 1a), singing to the Lord (v. 1b), and blessing his name (v. 2)
Now notice again in v. 2 how the proclamation of the good news of the Lord’s salvation is from day to day. 
· This is not just a reference to say, “Everyday share the Gospel.”
· This is ALSO a reference of how the Lord saves us on a daily basis.

· Salvation is not just a one time thing where on such-and-such a date you said the sinner’s prayer or came to the altar or were baptized or finally had that “aha” moment of understanding Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for your forgiveness of sin.

· Salvation is ALSO an ongoing process, where everyday there is slavery to old habits to be rescued from, bondage from shame to be broken, sins of words said in anger and judgment that need to be forgiven, failures of service or generosity or justice that need to be confessed. 

· Was salvation for Haiti just when the first medical care and supply needs arrived?  Of course not!

· We continue to watch with baited breath as people are pulled from the rubble.

· I remember one video clip, where there was nothing but silence in the night as U.N. workers tried to reach a man.  

· And suddenly the black night was broken in exclamation, as they lifted him up and showed him before the world to be alive and ok.

· The look on his face was priceless as he reached out his hands for help to be carried down from the toppled building, and he smiled with a “thumbs up” sign.

· Yes, salvation continues and will continue for years ahead for Haiti.
· It’s no different for us.  
· Old rubble in our lives we still need to be saved from.  
· New rubble that falls in on us that we need to be lifted up out of.  
· Yes, it can be sad.  Yes, it can be a struggle.  
· Yes, it can even seem dark and hopeless.  
However, fear does not just have to be only about a lack of security; 

it also provides great opportunity. 
· How many Haitians were transformed in minutes from ordinary citizens to world-wide heroes, as they dug with their bare hands through debris to save people they didn’t even know?

· The opportunity for day-to-day salvation is proclaimed amidst the chaos of Haiti right now.

The Psalmist says we – as believers – should be about the same thing.

· Proclaiming our daily salvation from the chaos of our sinful lives thanks to the bare hands of Jesus Christ, who dug in to the hard wood of the cross and bore our rightful suffering upon himself.

· In proclaiming such a salvation, we too are transformed from ordinary citizens to heralds for the nations.

· Is that not what the Psalmist says? 

· “Declare his glory among the nations & his wonders among all peoples.”
Maybe if we weren’t so fearful of proclaiming God’s salvation to people around us, instead of sounding like everyone else amidst despair, we could truly sing to the Lord a NEW song:

· One of joy amidst death,

· One of God’s greatness amidst hurt,

· One of everlasting hope even on shaky ground.

Maybe if weren’t so fearful of proclaiming God’s salvation to the world, that man from Nigeria who had studied at a university in London and had links with Al Qaeda in the country of Yemen wouldn’t have tried to bomb that flight to the United States?!
· Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ has the power to change a heart and shake up values and priorities in one’s life.

· Imagine if the gospel had been preached and believed in the towns where the Nigerian bomber had been trained. 
· Imagine if the Gospel had provided a credible alternative to desperate and destructive fundamentalism. 
· Would the Christmas Day bombing attempt have been averted?
· Maybe then the world WOULD BE a safer place.
In closing, let’s pray together again the Collect for the Day …
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. AMEN.
