“GOD HELPS THOSE WHO HELP THEMSELVES.”

A quote often heard.

Many take it as a quote from the Bible or of the Christian way of life.

But it is not.

It is actually attributed to Benjamin Franklin.

Now, I’m very thankful to good ol’ Ben for his work with spectacles…

and for being stupid enough to fly a kite during a thunderstorm…

But as to this quote, “God helps those who help themselves,” sorry Ben.  I disagree.

· It does a disservice to the true gospel.

It paints a picture that only those who work hard or act responsibly or do the right thing will be helped by God.

· It portrays God as this guy who sits back, surveys the globe, and looks for people who are trying.

· And then b/c of their good effort, he meets them half-way. 

This is contradictory to the message that we hear every Christmas:

Jesus did not consider equality with God one to be grasped, but instead made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, and was made in human likeness (Philippians 2:6-8a).

In other words, God comes to us fully.

----------------

The same message continues as we now have traveled into the Epiphany season.

· Jesus is a message of salvation for ALL people.

· He goes beyond just the Jews, among whom he was born, and reaches out to those who never even knew of a Christ who was prophesied to come –  

· – who never even knew the LORD God himself and were still worshipping pagan gods and idols.

Our gospel lesson today has Jesus bringin’ revival to the town of Capernaum.

· He’s healed Simon (Peter’s) mother-in-law.

· He’s cast out demons.

· He’s cured the sick.  

· Jesus has had a full day.

And then come nightfall, HE LEAVES!!!  

· You’d think he’d stay to meet the crowds comin’ back the next day.

· But Simon (Peter) finds Jesus in the wee hours of the morning outside the town praying, and is like, “Everyone is searching for you!!” (Mark 1:37) 

· C’mon, man, don’t keep the people waitin’!!

But Jesus’ answer is, “Let’s go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the message there also, for that is what I came out to do.” (v. 38)
· Capernaum heard and saw the message of salvation.  

· Others have not.  

· Others have not been looking for me.  

· They’re not even trying.  

· I must go to them.  

-------------------

God does not help those who help themselves, b/c we are incapable of helping ourselves.

· What can I possibly do to get me to God?

· What can I possibly do to heal the sick?

· What can I possibly do to cast out the demons?

Nothing in MY own strength or power.

· I can work hard – and working hard is a good thing, a godly thing.

· But it’s not gonna make me good enough to be with a perfect God.
· I can study and be trained to practice medicine – a good thing, a godly thing.

· But it’s not gonna save my soul.

· And casting out demons – well, if you’re gonna engage in spiritual warfare, 

you better have a spiritual weapon.

· And that’s not me – it’s the Spirit of Jesus livin’ in you and me through faith.

We NEED a God who comes to us to save us.

· My good deeds, and livin’ a moral life w/o major crimes isn’t gonna bridge the gap between my imperfections (as big or small as they may be) and a 

perfect, holy, pure God.


(ex. CD and scratch remover)

(i.e. If I scratch it, even w/the best care from there on out, it will still skip at that place.  I need something that can actually remove the scratch – something outside of my own personal care to protect it.)
NOTE:  not perfect theological example, but conveys point that my own works, in and of themselves, will not remove my flaws.  I need an outside source to bring me back into alignment with perfect playing.)
My helpin’ myself through Bible studies, church services, doin’ community service projects, and obeying the rules isn’t going to take away my sin.

· But they are effective in the sense that they open me up – make me more available – to the one person who CAN take away my sin…

· …who GIVES me a gift of holiness and perfection that is not my own, 

     but his which he freely gives to anyone who trusts him.

This is Jesus.  

· This is the One who as we rejected him and beat him, still said, 

“Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34)
· We weren’t helping ourselves.

· We were actually denying the very cure in front of us, and still he offers full forgiveness, full love, full surrender … for us.

The horror of the cross is that God came to us and died for us who weren’t even wanting to help ourselves. 
· We were killing ourselves so much in our own sin, that we even killed the One who came to help us and who truly could save us.

-------------

Now the gospel demands a response.  What is our response?

That brings us to our Epistle lesson this morning, 1 Corinthians 9.

We share the gospel.

· We make it as available to people as we can.

· For it is good news.

· That we don’t have to save ourselves.

· God’s done it for us.

· We can know forgiveness and freedom from God who gives it to us freely through faith in His Son’s death and resurrection.

Paul, here, says that he has to share the gospel, for he’s been entrusted with it (v. 17).

Furthermore, he’s willing to deny his rights and adapt himself to different circumstances in order to allow the gospel to be heard on their level.  (Read vv. 19-22…) 

“I am not bound to obey people just because they pay me, yet I have become a servant of everyone so that I can bring them to Christ.  When I am with the Jews, I become one of them so that I can bring them to Christ.  When I am with those who follow the Jewish laws, I do the same, even though I am not subject to the law, so that I can bring them to Christ.  When I am with the Gentiles who do not have the Jewish law, I fit in with them as much as I can.  In this way, I gain their confidence and bring them to Christ.  But I do not discard the law of God.  I obey the law of Christ.  When I am with those who are oppressed, I share their oppression so that I might bring them to Christ.  Yes, I try to find common ground with everyone so that I might bring them to Christ.”
(Share text message story.) 

(i.e. girl who needed to talk but didn’t/couldn’t, so she and I texted about her problem).

· I am used to personal talks, one-on-one times.  

· It’s a very natural way for me to share with people.  

· And I often feel more comfortable this way.

· But it wasn’t going to work this time.

· I had to adapt and relate in her way.

What is your way to proclaim the gospel?

· What’s your story?

· motorcycles, cowboys, quilts, bridge club, office, military, art, dance, sports, moms groups, neighbors, school, RV parks, golf, hunting, etc.
We all have one.

· And it’s your special call to reach out in your unique way to those who need the gospel and don’t even know it.

· To be the saving hand of Jesus to those who aren’t even trying.

Will you allow Jesus to work through you to reach them – even if it’s in different ways outside of yourself?

· It’s my prayer that you will say, “Here I am, Lord, send me” (Isaiah 6:8).
Or will you sit back and expect everyone to come to God through Sunday morning worship in our fixed style and tradition.  
· The world is too big, and God’s love is too great to just think that people must come to God – and help themselves – to get here on a Sunday morning.

Are we willing – as Jesus’ hands and feet – to make His appeal through the MySpaces, Facebooks, emails, music, cell phones, culture, arts, languages, and mediums of today??  
· In the ways people relate today?  
· Or will we demand our rights to be our way and deny the freedom we have in Christ to reach out to those who can’t help themselves?

God does not help those who help themselves, b/c people cannot help themselves.  
· They need Him – through us – to COME TO THEM on their level and love them into His kingdom.
Let’s pray…

