The dentist.
I don’t know too many people who LIKE going to the dentist, do you?
· I mean, when’s the last time you heard someone say, “Woo-hoo, I have a dentist appointment today!”

As a kid in school, I remember getting (every so often) these health care packs with a new toothbrush, a tiny tube of toothpaste, and some dye tablets.

· You know the ones I’m talking about, don’t you?

· The tablets you chew, and the dye stains those areas of your mouth where you haven’t brushed well enough.

I hated those things!!

· I’d think I’d done a pretty good job brushing my teeth.

· I’d even spend some extra time brushing just like I was taught:
(Up like the sun, down like the rain, and circle-circle-circle like the choo-choo train ()

· Then I’d pop one of those tablets, and my mouth would be stained red.
I’d be like, “No way!  I brushed there.  Really, I did!”  
· I thought I did good enough.

· But as much as I might protest, the dentist would be like, “The dye don’t lie, man.  The dye don’t lie.”
-----------------------
The 10 commandments are kind of like those dye tablets.
· They hold us accountable to our shortcomings.

· We may think we’re doing ok in our regular habits – livin’ a decent life.
· But in actuality, when we smile in the mirror of these 10 commandments, we see a lot of red stains.
Let’s look again at God’s tablets:
1 – You shall have no other gods before me.

· God gets FIRST priority on EVERYTHING.  Over your time, money, career, spouse, children, hobby.

· Problem is we tend to relegate Him to regular parcel and not first priority.
2 – You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything above or below.

· Every loved anyone or anything more than God?
3 – You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God.

· “O- M- G!”  
· To which I say to some of the teens, “Are you praying?”

· “No.”  
· “Then why did you just call on God?  IS He your God?”  
· “I guess.”

· “Great!  He likes it when you talk with Him, but don’t refer to Him if you don’t mean it.” 

4 – Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy.  Rest.

· “Sorry, too much to do.”

· “You know if I don’t do it, it won’t get done.”

· “A lot to take care of.”  
· Oh, when did you become master of the universe?
5 – Honor your father and mother.
· “But you don’t know what my mom is like.  My dad treated me horribly.”
· Sad enough, all too often.  

· But you can still be decent with them and help to make sure they’re cared for. 
· Regardless of their behavior, they DID help bring you into the world.    

6 – You shall not murder.
· Jesus said, “If you’ve harbored hate in your heart to another, you’ve murdered.” 
· The act may not have been carried out, but the seed for it you entertained when you visualized your hands around their neck. (see Matthew 5:21-22)
7 – You shall not commit adultery.
· TV shows like “Cheaters” didn’t get popular for nothing.

· Jesus said, “If you’ve looked upon another person with lust, then you’ve committed adultery.”  
· Again, it’s a heart issue.  

· The physical act may not have been carried out, but the seed took root in your mind and imagination. (see Matthew 5:27-28)
· Did you know that 40 million people in the US are sexually involved with the internet?  
· And that 90% of 8-16 year olds have seen porn online – most while doing homework.
8 – You shall not steal.
· “Ahh, they’ll never miss it.”  
· “I paid for it with my tax dollars.”  
· “They won’t use it anyway.”  
· Just some of the excuses we use to justify our actions.
9 – You shall not bear false witness against another.
· It’s amazing how people want to know and share information about others, even if it’s not necessarily validated, just so that they can feel important about telling others what’s going on.

· Lying, gossipin’, rumors – it all feeds our own selfish desire to be important or look better than we really are.

10 – You shall not covet another’s possessions.

· Fill in the blank:  “I wish I had…”
· “If only I could…”

· “Oh, to be…”

So, how much dye do we have on us?

· The dentist was right, “The dye don’t lie.”

The really sad thing is that even with the stains, we still say, “Well, it ain’t that bad.”
· A lot of folks think they’re going to heaven, b/c they’ve not done anything TOO bad.  
· “Heck, there’s a lot worse people out there than me.”
It’s like we believe God will grade us on a curve.

· Your remember grading curves, right?

· The test was sooo hard that no one scored high, so a grading curve is used to allow those who did poorly to get a higher grade.

· That way, in comparison to others in the class, a “D” is actually a “C.”

The problem, though, is that grading on a curve puts us in competition with our peers.  
· And so, comparing ourselves with others becomes an unavoidable fact of life.  
· After we graduate, we compete for jobs, for auditions, for the better deal, for the best bid, and even for relationships.
It spills over into our view of God and the afterlife too.

· I’m a “good” person.  

· I work hard.  I pay my bills.  

· I’m kind.  

· I try to do the right thing.

· I’m not perfect, but God is good and loving.  
· I’ll get in – maybe by the skin of my teeth – but I’m pretty sure I’ll be ok.

This is where our passage from Romans comes into play.

· It reminds us that even our trying to do the right thing is corrupted.

· What I want to do, I don’t do.  And what I don’t want to do, I do.

· It is sin that dwells within me.

· I can will to do what is right, but I cannot actually do it.  

· Evil lies close at hand.

So even our “coulda, shoulda, woulda’s” are awful and unacceptable to God.

Even Sigmund Freud, the pioneer for modern psychology and an atheist, was surprised by what he found with patients.
· Many he met with exhibited virtues in their public life.
· But as he probed deeper, he found hidden drives of anger, lust, and envy.

Freud said it was as though he had lifted a flat stone off of a piece of grass and found underneath the stone, a dark world of centipedes, sow bugs, worms, and other creatures fleeing from the light.
· What Freud found in his counseling practice is something that was written in the Bible years before.
And to make it even sadder, even if we’re honest about the truth of all of this, we STILL think, “God is like a big grandpa.”
· He’s loving, tender, and patient.

· He even smiles at the mischief of His grandchildren sometimes – reminding Him of His own kids, when they were handfuls.

The mix of vices and virtues around us reassures us that if God wants sinners in heaven, He’ll cut us some slack.  

· After all, He’s tolerant and open-minded.
And then that finally brings us to our gospel lesson this morning.
· We have Jesus making a whip and driving people out of the Temple.

· He’s angry.

· Zeal for His Father’s house has consumed Him.

Is this a sin?  No.

· It’s a visible action and reminder from God in the flesh that human misbehavior does irritate Him.

Why did these people upset Jesus so much?

· They were setting up barriers that would keep people away from worship.

· You had to exchange your money for the proper currency to proceed.

· The right sacrifices would be offered to you for the right price.

· Without it, well, I guess your sins won’t be forgiven will they?

Sounds awful, doesn’t it.

· It was.

· And you know what really ticked Jesus off?  

· It was being done by those who were religious and teachers of righteousness themselves.
No wonder Jesus said of those who thought they were good enough, 

“The sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12)”
· The very people who thought they were good enough by their knowledge and understanding of God were very mistaken.

So, “Houston, we have a problem.”
· Perfect God.  Imperfect people.
· And to mix my metaphors, standing guilty with dye all over us, God doesn’t grade on a curve.
He grades on a cross.

God came to do for us what we could not do for ourselves.
· What Christ did for us turned bad news into good news.

· Without His intervention, we would all be lost.

· If Christ had not left heaven to come to our rescue, the thought of standing before Him on the curve of personal merit and comparison would be a burden at best.
God has provided His own way of delivering us from our hopeless spiritual comparisons and competition.  

· God intervened on our behalf and offered a solution to cleanse us.

God’s perfect justice and mercy fully exhibited to bring His people back to be with Him.

· The cross allowed God to be both just and loving in dealing with our sin.

· God’s anger was poured out on His Son, thereby satisfying the penalty for sin and the cry for justice.

· But it was also God’s mercy and love in that it spared us and allowed us a way to be with God forever.

No one else had given us the life and freedom we had misused.

· Only by the infinite sacrifice of our own Creator could the demands of eternal justice be satisfied.

Now, many of us have heard this before several times, and it seems kinda second-hand to us.
· So I offer a similar story to you – this one from a Native American story.

A chief in a village had a problem where chickens were being stolen.

· The chief declared that the penalty for the one responsible would be 10 lashes.

· But no one was caught, and chickens were still stolen.

· So the chief said, “20 lashes!  20 lashes to the one guilty of this crime!”
· More chickens disappeared.

· Finally, the angry chief upped the sentence to 100 lashes.

It came to pass, however, that the person found to be stealing the chickens was none other than the chief’s very own mother!

· When the day of the penalty came, the whole tribe gathered.  

· Would the chief’s love override his justice?

The crowd gasped when he ordered his mother to be tied to the whipping post.

· The chief removed his shirt, revealing his powerful stature.

· He was ripped.

But instead of raising his hand to strike the first blow, the chief handed the whip to a strong, young brave at his side.

· The chief then slowly walked over to his mother at the whipping post, wrapped his arms around her in an engulfing embrace, and ordered the brave to give him the 100 lashes.

That’s just a small glimpse of what Jesus did for us.  
It’s a free gift.

· Truly free.

· Nothing you have to do but confess your stains, turn your heart back to God, believe in Jesus’ sacrifice for you, and say thank you.

No tricks like those pop-up ads that come on your webpage for a free dinner at Olive Garden.   And then they turn out to be a survey.

· No annoying phone menus like you get when you call in to qualify for a $1000 give-away from Jack-in-the-Box.

Our gift of forgiveness and eternal life is one freely for us to embrace.
· But it comes not from what we hold on to or try to bargain with God over.

· It comes from simply our embrace of the cross.

· Like we sang not too long ago, “…in my hand no price I bring, simply to thy cross I cling.” (from the hymn Rock of Ages)
Let’s pray,
God, we thank you for your great gift for us.  Show us our stains.  We confess them to you and ask forgiveness for trying to get away with them – thinking we’re not that bad.  We come before you and turning from our sin, we cling to your cross – thanking you for Jesus’ sacrifice.  We put our trust in Him – and Him alone – for our forgiveness and salvation.  Come and renew us with joy and celebration for the gift of being with you now and forever.  Amen

