The Impact of the Resurrection
Acts of the Apostles 4
5The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. 11This Jesus is
	
	‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders;
	it has become the cornerstone.’
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”

It may surprise some of you to learn that I am a literalist in some things – for example, the full name of the bookquoted for our first lesson is The Acts of the Apostles, written by same person who wrote The Gospel According to St. Luke, whom we may call “Luke” from this point on. But that name The Acts of the Apostles, is also a misnomer. The first third of the book does recount some of activities of most of the Apostles, but the last two thirds could be re-titled “Acts of an Apostle” – Paul. The first third lives up to its name. Peter, John, James, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot and Judas son of James as well as Matthias (the new one) are all mentioned and some of their deeds and words are preserved.
In those early chapters we have a picture of founding of first Christian Community, a community of fellowship and Communion who were not calling themselves Christian, they preferred the appelation“The Way”. In the midst of that foundation we find ourselves today. Peter and John, accused of sedition and, in essence, witchcraft (but more of that later) have been dragged before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish equivalent of the Senate and Supreme Court, and of both a Religious and Political nature, to answer for their “crimes” which were: proclaiming the Resurrection and healing people. The majority of the Court assembled there were Sadducees, so the trial was already rigged – Sadducees did not believe in the concept of resurrection (Pharisees did). And the principal members of this court were as follows:
Annas, called High Priest but he was not now officially in that position, he was High Priest from 6-15 AD, but was deposed by Rome in favor of his son Jonathan. This son of Annas was High Priest from15-18 AD then he was replaced by Caiaphas, who was the son-in-law of Annas, and was High Priest from 18-36 AD. They were all very active but Annas was the Power behind the Throne, and acknowledged by general populace as the High Priest despite the actions of Rome. Of Alexander we know nothing. These then were the judges, not exactly unbiased. And all three were principals instrumental in the Crucifixion of Jesus.
In this atmosphere Peter has to make his case. First, the accusation of witchcraft: “By what power or by what name…?” Their understanding was that such an event as a healing could only be accomplished by calling upon “dark forces” (I won’t say the “Dark side of the force”) through incantations and invoking the name of “Evil spirits”. Second is the crime of preaching Salvation by and through the Resurrection, and we have an understanding of how difficult that argument will be.
At this point we have to consider change, and what a change has taken place. First, in the church. This church is only a few months old, the Resurrection was only a few months ago, the Ascension a few weeks and the feast of the Pentecost less than that, but already it is organized enough to be a threat to the authorities, especially the Temple authorities and the Sanhedrin. It has agents proclaiming and ministering and healing, not just Peter and John but the rest of the list that I mentioned earlier were all active also. And not only that they were being openly effective and not secretive about what they were doing.
Compare that to a few short months ago, then they were cowering in hiding out of fear, afraid to show their faces, they were behind locked doors for “fear of the Jews” (as St. John tells us), they were ashamed and keeping a “low profile”, skulking in the dark and unable to function. What has caused the change?
Not only has the church as a body changed, but we see the individuals have altered also, most notably Peter. Where is that brash, blustering young man? Where is the “Bull in the China shop”, acting before he thinks? Where is the one who said “Wash all of me not just the bits that show” on that Maundy Thursday night? Where is the cowering Peter, unnerved by a maid’s comment to the extent that he denies knowing Jesus (this he carried to his dying day and tradition says that because of this he was himself Crucified upside down at his own request to signify his remorse, his symbol is the inverted cross that you can see in the Stained Glass window in the Narthex to this Church). He’s still here, this Peter, but he has changed! He is now able to make persuasive arguments: “let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”.
The Peter may be the same one physically, but this one has a renewed confidence and an assurance, an ability to speak openly and forthrightly. “this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth”. Power for healing has been released, and it is life-bringing. Compared to today, how many do we know who are “standing well” because they have the Lord Jesus with them, and he is an element in their lives. I would say we all know many!
Peter goes on to say, ‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cornerstone.’ This is a recurring theme in Scripture, here Peter, not known to us as a great scholar,  is quoting Psalm 118:22, but he makes it personal: you rejected, you had crucified, you Annas, Caiaphas, Jonathan, you are all to blame, but God took that rejection and made it the foundation for something great. The theme is that God’s criteria are not our criteria for what is important. What we reject, God selects. What we marginalize, God puts center stage. And we see that this has happened also in the person who is speaking. Peter was a non entity before, hardly worth considering, now he is eloquently arguing before the Court. What has changed?  
Yes, we are told that he is “filled with the Holy Spirit”, but does that account for all of it? When one becomes “charismatic”, Spirit filled, inspired, it does not mean that one’s personality changes. No, something else has happened to Peter and to the Church. 
They have experienced the Resurrection, and through it they have been Resurrected! Gone is the death of fear and cowering, gone is the need to hide. Now is the time to revel in the sense of new birth and new, Resurrected life in Christ. That is what has changed for them and that is what has been given to us: to be that instrument, that life bringing force, to a world that, sadly, is in great need of it. 
