We Who Are Many

“Creator of all, you gave us golden fields of wheat, whose many grains we have gathered and made into this one bread. So may your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.” This is one of several fraction anthems used in the Eucharist Service in a sister Communion to ours. This particular one has great appeal; hear it again [repeat]. This is a sentence which speaks to the eclectic and cosmopolitan nature of the Church as a whole, and it reflects that aspect of Christianity which St. Paul has spoken of in several of his preserved documents. The anthem talks of gathering together into one, then that one being used for the greater purpose of the furthering of the kingdom, surely the same sentiments and directions that St. Paul is elaborating on in today’s epistle lesson.


It begins with a verse that has also been well used in Eucharistic Services as an Offertory sentence, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.” This does not mean that only our “spiritual” aspects are to be given to God. No, the totality of our lives is given to us only to give back to God, which means our whole lives, all the tangible things also, possessions, jobs, bodies, appetites, are potential for our giving to God. God has given all to us, what do we give to God in return? St. Paul goes on, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds…” More than ever today, and increasingly so over the past recent years, it is a continuing struggle not to be devoured by the cultural influences around us (this is a common theme that we find also in Scriptures, especially in the Old Testament books and histories, in which the Hebrew peoples were frequently being led in directions that were counter to Gods designs and plans, and had to be, almost literally, dragged back by the prophets to a relationship that was acceptable and proper for the People of God). Yes, there are many stimuli and temptations and other standards that tug and pull and try to make us respond and conform to them. Resistance to these influences requires not only our good intentions and feelings, but also the transformative thinking as we renew “the mind” and reflect on our ever changing and wonderful relationship with God the Father, what is “good and acceptable and perfect.”


Continuing: “I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.” Pardon the pun, but that is a sobering thought in itself! The author is saying that there are also interior stimuli and influences that can be as detrimental as the exterior ones, self -centeredness, rampant individualism and the ever popular “I”, and he is cautioning the early Christian Community that he is addressing (and us too) that giving in to such weakness will cause fissures and cracks that will grow wider and wider if not treated and repaired early. We, who live in earthquake country, know of that same effect in our homes and buildings. Even though we are separate and individual beings, we are still one, because of our commitment to Christ and our promise to “Continue [as his] soldier and servant to our lives end.” 


“We, who are many, are one body in Christ.” What does that image conjure up for you? Is this thing we call the “Body of Christ” a massive entity with thousands of arms and legs and other body parts flailing about trying to work as a whole? Or is the metaphor simpler than that? A functioning unity of purpose and will. This is the image that has endured for years, from the earlier times of Christianity. We are keenly aware, as we struggle to gather together, how many differences there are between individuals that can, potentially, separate us. But we do have one thing in common, we are all followers of Our Lord, and are committed to the furtherance of his Kingdom. Not single individuals, united together we take on the world in a conflict that has lasted for centuries and which still needs to be fought. “Individually we are members one of another.” In a society of much loneliness and much emotional need, also economic need, it is good to hear, as it is necessary to hear, St. Paul pointing to our mutual need of one another’s care. In a Parish, in a congregation, outreach is good, but we should not neglect “in-reach”, focusing on, and meeting the needs of those who already belong, but who are having difficulties and crises both emotionally and physically. Yes, the great commission tells us to “go into the world”, but we must also answer two questions, one from the Old Testament and one from the New: “Am I my brother’s [and sister’s] keeper?” and Jesus question, “Who is my mother and who are my brothers?...whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” Many times ministry needs to be internal, within the body, to maintain the health of the body.


“We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us.” Once again this recaptures the Christian spirit and intent. We all have talents, we all have gifts to use, God given and inspired. There is no central store house or agency, we are all expected to use talent, experience and intuition in any way that benefits this thing that we call “the Body of Christ”. No one’s gift can be negated by another, they are all worthy, and are meant to be used. God grant us the capacity to identify and use whatever gift we have been given, which incidentally may change from time to time, and make us one bread, one body.
