A woman wakes up, makes some scrambled eggs for breakfast, and is about to leave for work.

· As she is almost out the door, her husband wakes up.
· She greets him good morning and says, “I’ve gotta go.  I left some scrambled eggs in the pan for the dog.  Mix it into his food, ok?”
· The husband asks, “You didn’t leave any for me?”
· To which the woman replies, “There’s more eggs in the fridge.”
· MORAL OF THE STORY: 

You have to know your place in the pack.

In our first lesson this morning (Isaiah 28:14-22), Isaiah is warning Israel’s leaders that they DON’T know their place.
· Instead of allowing the Lord to be Israel’s Alpha-provider/protector, Israel has stepped out of line and relegated the Lord to the fridge. 

· They have exchanged their proper life-giving place with the Lord for a place alongside cold death itself (v. 15).
· No longer is God taken seriously nor trusted as a refuge and shelter.

· Rather, lies and idols have become Israel’s confidence.

· Therefore, Isaiah warns them that an “overwhelming scourge” is going to expose their false sense of security and thereby prove how unreliable their lies and idols really are (v. 18).

· This “overwhelming scourge,” as history shows us, will be the Assyrians who plundered and overran Israel in 722 BC.

· Forgetting the one true Lord and their place in His pack resulted in a serious loss of face and a bloody attack.
Closer to the present day, one has to wonder about the “overwhelming scourge” that has befallen our world recently.

· Devastating earthquakes in Haiti, Chile, China, and even Mexicali.

· Catastrophic floods in Tennessee, Iowa, and Pakistan.

· And debilitating economic recessions.
As Jay Leno joked, “Maybe this is not a good time to take God out of the Pledge of Allegiance?” 
· Makes you wonder, “Have we too forgotten our place?”
Now, I am not implying that God has punished the places mentioned before, because they were evil or more sinful.  No.

· But God obviously has allowed these tragedies to occur.

· Just like in Isaiah’s time, such “overwhelming scourge” WARNS US that we ALL face such a fate, if we do not know our place before the Lord – trusting and looking to Him alone for security (see Luke 13:1-5[6-9]).
· Dams give way.

· Buildings crumble.

· Stone statues are silent.

· Witch-doctors are powerless. 

· Banks close.

· Government lenditures fail.

· Retirement plans evaporate.

Not that it’s wrong to prepare for the future.

But when it’s all said and done, all of our best laid plans ARE…or soon WILL BE… well, scrambled eggs.
· Ultimately, only the eternal and everlasting Lord “is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).
For another perspective on this same truth, let’s now look to our second lesson this morning (Hebrews 12:18-29). 

The calamities of the world – both home and abroad – are certainly more than enough to make us question God or to give up on Him.

· Like ancient Israel, some believers have exchanged or diluted their Catholic place with God for an agreement with death by worshiping “La Santa Muerte” (literally translated Saint Death), which is a growing religious cult in the US and is here in Yuma.

· And even if that seems too foreign, we all know Christians who have given up on God due to Church scandals, splits, and religious abuses.

· Or they’ve bailed on their faith when hardship came into their life – saying things like, “I thought God was supposed to protect me!!” 

It is to such people that the Book of Hebrews can be a powerful reminder not to give up, but rather KNOW YOUR PLACE.

First, the place where Christians ARE NOT:

vv. 18-19 = “You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them.” 

· This hearkens back to the Israelites at Mt. Sinai, where God revealed His holy law under crackling thunder and lightning.
· There, only Moses could approach as mediator for the people.
· Everyone else quaked in fear, and if they touched the mountain, they died.
· But that was then and under the old relationship.  
Where is our place NOW??

vv. 22-24 = “You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant...”

· Notice the verb tense in that first sentence: “HAVE COME.”
· For all you grammar specialists, this is a perfect tense – meaning it is a past action realized in an ongoing state.  (proud NT Greek professor () 
· Why is that significant?
· Because it means anyone who has trusted Christ alone as their strength in life’s frailties and as their refuge from sin’s guilt has attained citizenship in the Kingdom of Heaven and will continue to be so forever and ever.
· What more, within this heavenly place, it’s a “festal gathering.” 

· So with respect to Kool and the Gang: “There’s a party goin’ on right here – a celebration to last throughout the years.”
Pretty cool place, huh?

But knowing our place isn’t just about location…but also position.

· v. 23 = We are enrolled among the firstborn.

· In many countries, firstborn children get a double inheritance.

· Not only do they get part of their parents’ wealth (like the other children), but they are also held in honor NEXT to their parents. 

· It is the same for anyone who trusts in Christ.

· We are not only entitled to enjoy God’s riches of love, joy, and peace, but we become coheirs with Christ – seated at the right hand of God (see Romans 8:17 and Ephesians 2:6).

· So what a friend of mine says is true: 
“God has no grandchildren.”  

· All are His firstborn.
· God has no second favorite sons or daughters either!
This place of ours with God is only possible by Jesus Christ, who’s the mediator of this new relationship (v. 24).

· The blood he shed satisfies God’s justice for the crimes of humanity against Him.  

· Without Jesus, we too would have faced an “overcoming scourge” against our sin for forgetting our place and stepping out of line w/God.

· Just as the Israelites would have died by coming before a holy and pure God in their sinful state, we too would have died in our sin by coming before a holy and pure God in judgment.

· However, by trusting in Jesus’ sacrifice for our sin, our guilt is removed.

· We are no longer enemies under condemnation, but friends of God – accepted, beloved, and – get this – perfect in His sight (v. 23).

· God sees all true Christians through Christ’s perfection, which is applied to us by our faith in Him.

· Therefore, we have free access to boldly go before God and to receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need!!! (4:16)

WOW!!  Now that’s a place to cherish! 

That’s a place to remember.  That’s a place we best know!  

With such a place of heavenly citizenship, jubilant celebration, being an honored child of God, and perfect standing before Him all eternally guaranteed, why would ANYONE forsake such a birthright, drop away, back down, or try something else???

· This is one of those places in the Bible where it’s really spelled out in black or white.

· We saw what would happen when believers forgot their place before God in the Old Testament, and we see it here again in the New Testament.

v. 25 = “See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven!”
· The Israelites refused to heed God’s Word as it was delivered by Moses, and so they did not escape God’s judgment but died in the wilderness.  

· Today, we are under an even BETTER covenant than the one mediated by Moses.

· Whereas the Israelites heard God through Moses on a mountain,  

· We have heard the Word of God from His Son in heaven.  

· Therefore, we’re in even GREATER danger and will not escape God’s judgment if we reject the offer of forgiveness through the blood of Jesus.

To refuse the Gospel is the same thing as rebelling against the living God, treating God’s Word with contempt, and not knowing your place that is freely offered to you. 

A number of years ago, “Ripley’s Believer It Or Not” reported of a London lawyer who refused an inheritance of 5 million dollars.

· He actually asked the permission of the court to decline it.

· The spiritual counterpart to this may not be as immediately staggering, but it is infinitely more consequential.
12:26-27 tell us why: “…he has promised, ‘Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.’ This phrase, ‘Yet once more,’ indicates the removal of what is shaken – that is, created things – so that what cannot be shaken may remain.”

· Whether or not we find ourselves in an earthquake, flood, or economic meltdown, our world IS HEADING FOR DESTRUCTION.  

· One final day, God is going to shake heaven and earth “yet once more.”  
· This shaking will remove/destroy everything hostile to God.  
· Only that which cannot be shaken, washed away, or burned up will remain.

Who or what is that?  Only those who have a true faith in Christ for the forgiveness of their sin and HAVE COME to be citizens of that heavenly kingdom.

· vv. 28-29 = “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer God an acceptable worship with reverence and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire.”

You see what I mean?

The picture is painted very clearly in our lessons this morning.

So we best know our place, or God will put us in one – smoking or non(-smoking)??

AMEN.
Let’s pray…

Lord, I believe in your Son, Jesus Christ.  I believe he died in my place to offer forgiveness for my sin.  I accept that sacrifice and say thank you.  I turn from wicked things and surrender my life to you.  I allow you to reshape me more into the image I was meant to be.  Thank you for your never-ending love that has made me a citizen of heaven.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.

